LIFE
OF
STRATFORD     CANNING,
VISCOUNT  STRATFORD   DE  REDCLIFFE
CHAPTER   XV.
THE HOUSE  OF COMMONS. 1828-32.
THE official life of Stratford  Canning falls into  two   well-     1828
marked divisions.    From  the age of twenty to forty-two he      ----
was with but one considerable respite almost continuously ^T' 4I engaged in diplomatic service. Then from the early part of 1829 to the close of 1841, with the exception of two brief special missions, he disappeared from the world of embassies and despatches. Then again from the beginning of 1842 to 1858 he was seldom absent for many months from the Porte. The first diplomatic period, 1807 to 1828, (with an appendix in 1832,) comprised miscellaneous missions in different parts of the globe, unconnected by any fixed purpose, unless it were that of being quit of diplomacy at the first honourable opportunity. During this period Canning felt no special tie, no compelling sense of duty, towards anyone Court or State. It was different with the second period, when he returned again and again to the city he liked so little, drawn almost against his will by the feeling that he might perchance be able to save Turkey from herself. This feeling gradually grew upon him, however, and there is no reason to suppose that he felt any VOL. II.                                                                   B